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REF: STATE 101991 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

1 . EMBOFF MET WITH F. KOSAKI, OECD DIVISION, FOREIGN 
MINISTRY, TO INQUIRE ABOUT JAPAN'S INTEREST IN AN OECD 

AD HOC WORKING GROUP MEETING ON URBAN CONCERNS, AS RE- 
QUESTED REFTEL. KOSAKI SAID THE GOJ WAS INTERESTED AND 
HAD ALREADY HAD INTRAGOVERNMENTAL MEETINGS TO CONSIDER 
THE USG DISCUSSION PAPER DISTRIBUTED BY THE OECD 
SECRETARIAT APRIL 5. HE DID NOT NAME ALL OF THE GOJ 
AGENCIES INTERESTED IN THE PAPER, BUT MENTIONED THE 
MINISTRY OF CONSTRUCTION, MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT, AND 
NATIONAL POLICE AGENCY, AMONG OTHERS, HAD MET WITH HIM. 

2. KOSAKI DECLINED TO SPECIFY JAPAN S POSITION ON URBAN 
CONCERNS, BUT COMMENTED THAT THE DISCUSSION PAPER DID NOT 
CONTAIN ENOUGH DETAIL. WE REPLIED THAT THE PAPER WAS THE 
FIRST STEP TOWARD ORGANIZING A WORKING GROUP ON URBAN CON- 
CERNS AND THAT JAPAN S OPINIONS AND PARTICIPATION WERE 
MORE THAN WELCOME. KOSAKI INDICATED JAPAN WOULD HAVE A 
POSITION PAPER FOR THE OECD IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

SHERMAN 
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